
CLASSIFICATION

 
 ;
 � The animal kingdom can be divided into two broad groups: 

vertebrates and invertebrates
 � Vertebrate animals are grouped into:  fish, amphibians, 

reptiles, birds, mammals, and  insects
 � Invertebrates are animals without an internal backbone
 � Some invertebrates have no skeleton at all eg worms, slugs, 

jellyfish
 � Some have a hard outer casing called an exoskeleton which 

protects their bodies eg insects, spiders and crabs
 � The plant kingdom can also be divided into two groups:  

flowering and non-flowering plants.
 � A classification key can be used to sort and identify living 

things
 � A classification key is a set of questions about the 

characteristics of living things. Each question can only be 
answered yes or no

 ;
 � Organism:  a living thing, animal or plant
 � Habitat:  a place where something lives
 � Invertebrate:  an animal without a backbone
 � Vertebrate: an animal with a backbone
 � Exoskeleton: a card external skeleton
 � Taxonomy: the science of classifying and naming organisms
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Carl Linnaeus was a Swedish scientist who developed the science of taxonomy or 
classification of organisms
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THE ANIMAL KINGDOM
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