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Lesson 1: WHAT IS AIR POLLUTION? 

 

• I know why we need clean air 

• I know what air pollution is 

 

Part 1: London during the Great Smog (1952) 

 

 
 

Write some notes on what you think it would have been like for people in London during 

the Great Smog: 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
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Part 11: Why do we need clean air? 

 

Write two reasons why we need clean air: 

 

 1) ____________________________________________________________ 

 2) ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Part III: What is air pollution? 

 

Complete the sentences below, using the key vocabulary provided: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Air pollution occurs when unwanted gases and particles (known as ________________) get into 

the air enter the Earth’s __________________ (the air), causing harm to animals and plants and 

damaging the ___________________ of the Earth. 

Air pollution contributes to _________________________, including by damaging the Earth’s 

____________________, making it unable to protect Earth from harmful radiation from the Sun. 

 

global warming     atmosphere           pollutants           ozone layer        natural cycles

   


