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THE DUAT : MUMMIFICATI®N

PART 1 QUIT

1. The ancient Egyptians were polytheistic. What does this mean?

(€2 D487 ANCIENT EGYPTIAN MYTHS: STORYBOARD

In groups of 4, can you retell the story in comic strip form?

2. Why did the ancient Egyptians build their temples out of stone?
[ They had slaves to help lift the heavy material
[ So that their temples would last forever

g [] They did not have access to any other materials
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i; @ 3. Why did the ancient Egyptians think the River Nile flooded every year?
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3 g [ It was the tears of the goddess Isis crying over her husband Osiris
2 e [ Increased trade meant that currents were stronger on the river
< [ It was punishment from the gods
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ﬁ"’ 5. Do you think the ancient Egyptians were fearful of their gods? Explain your response.
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D) 0187 3: PREPARING FOR THE AFTERLIF

The Duat : Mummification

A fundamental ancient Egyptian belief was that there
was life after death. Today’s myth will explore Egyptian
beliefs about the Duat or the Underworld.

The ancient Egyptians believed that once they had
passed away, their soul would travel down to the

Duat and they would continue to live on. Once in

the afterlife, their soul needed a body so the ancient
Egyptians went to great lengths to preserve the bodies
of the dead. This process was called mummification.

WHEN REMOVING THE
INTERNAL ORGANS, THE
BRAIN WAS PULLED OUT

THROUGH THE NOSE!

Year 4 History - Ancient Egypt

Firstly, the internal organs were removed.

Next, the body was washed and covered in salt for
about 40 days to eliminate moisture.

Following this, perfumed oils were rubbed on the body.
Two coatings of linen strips were then glued to the

body.

Sometimes pouches with jewellery inside were placed
on the mummy’s chest. This was thought to be a
religious offering.

Long linen strips secured the wrappings and a portrait
picture of the deceased was placed on the head.

Finally, a linen cloth was placed over the mummy and
this was decorated with elaborate colours and symbols
of protection and rebirth.

Oils rubbed into

Internal organs
removed

Body covered in

salt for 40 days

body and two
coatings of linen

strips applied

More linen Cloth placed
wrapped on‘to over body and
body. OFFermgs decorations
of jewellery led
added apphe
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@) P4r15: EGYPTIAN TOMB OFFERINGS
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Elaborate wall decorations and expensive jewellery found within Egyptian tombs.

The Duat: Offerings from the world of the living

The ancient Egyptians believed that life in the Duat
was better than life on earth.

In the Duat, there was no sadness, pain or anger. Here,
they could live in peace amongst the souls of their

ancestors who had died before them. They could eat,
drink, talk and work in the field of reeds.

If they were to be truly happy in the afterlife, however,
the ancient Egyptians believed that they must be well-
equipped with all of the items that they had needed in

order to live comfortably on earth.

For this reason, wealthy Egyptians such as scribes,
merchants and Pharaohs were often buried with
personal possessions such as furniture and jewellery.

The more elaborate the possessions, the more likely
they would be a target for tomb robbers who wished to
take these valuables

THE DUAT
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Lesson 7

@ vorus THe ENGER ASSESSMENT

Listen to your teacher reading ‘Horus the Avenger’. Then, answer the following questions: @ LESSONS ONE AND TWO THE R,VER N”_E H_OOD,NG AND fER”USAT,ON

How beneficial was the River Nile in both building and sustaining the ancient
Egyptian civilisation? You may want to consider how it aided crop growth and
provided trade opportunities for ancient Egyptian merchants.

1. Has the goddess Isis been presented differently in this myth? Use evidence from the text to support

your answer.

The River Nile was beneficial for crop growth because

Flax Seeds

Egyptians grew on the banks of the River Nile.

2. Consider Horus’s time in the Duat. What does he do there? How does this demonstrate ancient Egyp-
tian belief about the dead in the Underworld?

These crops were used for
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