
LESSON 12: I can plan and write paragraphs for a biography



Today you will write 3 more paragraphs for your 
biography.

Two on Mandela the Prisoner One on Mandela the President



• In 1962 he was arrested for leaving the country illegally.
• Faced trial in 1963 .
• Found guilty of sabotage; given life sentence in 1964.

• Spent 27 long years in prison. 
• Started out at Robben Island 
• Moved to Pollsmoor in 1982

• While in prison his son and mother died 
• Began secret talks with government 
• Released in February 1990

Freedom fighter/terrorist? 
Robben Island 
Pollsmoor prison 
isolation 
political prisoner 
‘Release Mandela’ campaign 
70th Birthday concert - Wembley 
President de Clerk

• Awarded Nobel Peace Prize with De Clerk in 1993. 
• South Africans vote for president, April 1994. 

• Mandela elected President in May 1994. 
• Stepped down as president in 1999 
• Died 2013

Remembered for… 
Nelson Mandela Children’s fund 
‘Rainbow Nation’

OVERVIEW OF PARAGRAPH PLAN FOR TODAY!

We will work through this in stages.  



Mandela the Prisoner: 1

Cramped

Draining 

Repetitive  

Hard labour 

Basic  

Robben Island





Mandela the Prisoner: 1

Top sentence: _______________________________________________________ 

1. ____________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________________________ 

Closing sentence:

• In 1962 he was arrested for 
leaving the country illegally.

• Faced trial in 1963 .

• Found guilty of sabotage 
(deliberately obstructing the 

government); given life 
sentence in 1964.

• Sent to Robben Island.

Freedom fighter/terrorist?

Isolation



REMEMBER:  

WHILE MANDELA WAS IMPRISONED, THE CAMPAIGN FOR 
HIS FREEDOM REALLY GATHERED MOMENTUM 





Mandela the Prisoner: 2

Top sentence: Some might argue that prison robs one of identity but…

______________________________________________________________________ 

1. ____________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________________________ 

Closing sentence:_____________________________________________________

✓Spent 27 years in 
prison. 

✓From Robben Island 
he was moved to 
Pollsmoor (1982)

✓While in prison his son and 
mother died. 

✓Began secret peace talks 
with SA government. 

✓Released in February 1990.

‘Release Mandela’ campaign 

70th Birthday concert - Wembley, 1988



Recap: how is Mandela remembered? 



How is Mandela remembered? 

•An important figure in South African and in world history, Nelson Mandela is 

recognised as/for______________________________________________ 

•His lasting legacy is ____________________________________________ 

•To commemorate Mandela’s life, ___________________________________

Complete one of sentences in your book - they will be useful for your final paragraph today!



Mandela the President: timeline recap



Mandela the President: think IMPACT & LEGACY

Top sentence: _________________________________________________________ 

1. ____________________________________________________________________ 

2. _________________________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________________________ 

Closing sentence: Recap what you wrote about his legacy!



I have summarised the main events of Mandela’s life 

I have used headings and subheadings 

I have written in 3rd person, past tense and formal tone 

I have included; embedded clauses, linking adverbials and parenthesis

CHECK YOUR BIOGRAPHY WRITING USING THE SUCCESS CRITERIA:





FABULOUS WORK BIOGRAPHERS!  


