
Lesson 4: How can Christians decide if it is right to go to war? 

 

Saint Augustine, who lived over 1,500 years ago, argued that Christians should 

have a way of working out if a war is the right thing to do. 

He put forward the Just War theory. 

Just means fair or correct and comes from the word justice. 

 

Just War Theory 

In order for a war to be just it must meet these criteria. 

 

 

Choose either the Second World War or the Falklands War and explain whether or 

not you think it meets the Just War criteria. 

(You can find copies of the information about these wars on the next page) 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

• War must only be an option once everything else has been tried

Last Resort

• There must be a good reason like opposing evil or threats.

Just Cause

• There must be a good chance of success so people don’t die needlessly

Likely Success

• It must be a ‘proportional’ response – that means not using more force than is 
necessary compared to the threat.

Proportional

• There must be a way to bring it to an end as quickly as possible.

Exit Strategy



 

 


