
The OTHER SIDE OF TRUTH
WEEK 1: LESSON 1



The OTHER SIDE OF TRUTH

The Other Side of Truth is about the 
immigration of two young Nigerian 
children whose mother has been killed and 
whose father, a controversial journalist, is 
being watched by the Nigerian police.



Who we’ve met so far:

Sade Solaja is the main character, and narrates the story. 
She is a 12-year-old Nigerian girl, courageous and imaginative. 
She loves school and her native country, and uses her memories 
of the Family House in Ibadan, of her desk, of Iyawo and Oko 

(two sculptures she has in her bedroom in Nigeria), and her 
mother’s sayings ti keep hope and courage through the 

challenges she faces. 

Femi Solaja: Sade’s 10-year-old brother, closes up easily 
and relies on Sade a lot. He loves playing football, and is 

hugely affected by his mother’s death. Since the incident he 
has become extremely quiet. He really doesn’t want to go to 
England; he wants to run away but Sade persuades him not 

to.

Folarin Solaja is Sade and Femi’s father; he is an outspoken 
journalist for Speak, an uncensored newspaper. He is in danger 

because of his articles: Nigeria’s government doesn’t allow 
freedom of speech, and any journalists who want to tell the 
truth are threatened, as well as their families. His wife was 

murdered as a consequence of his outspokenness. Due to his 
passport being seized he cannot travel with his children.

Uncle Tunde is a lawyer in Nigeria, and Folarin’s brother. He 
takes charge of getting the children out of the country after 
their mother’s death. He is a very good lawyer, able to get to 
the bottom of things: “Papa used to joke that Uncle Tunde 

should have been a detective rather than a lawyer because he 
was so good at getting to the truth” (p.86).



Mama Buki: the maid of the house who is like a 
second mother to the children. She is devastated 

by the death of Mama but quickly helps the 
children pack their bags so they can prepare for 

England and safety. They will be staying with 
Uncle Dele in London.

Mama: Mama was a loving lady whose children 
adore her. She died suddenly when shot by an 
unknown gunman. We know she was good at 
dressmaking and that she worked as a nurse. 

Mrs Bankole: Mrs Bankole has agreed to smuggle the 
children to London. We do not know much more about her 

except that she is a suspicious character who bribes police so 
that they don’t search her bag at the airport. Sade and Femi 
need to pretend that she is their Mama on the very same day 

their Mama died. 



LI: I can recall key story events in chronological order

Tuesday 23rd February, 2021

En route to the airport Uncle Tunde is stopped by police and 
tells them he is going to collect his mother. 

Hidden under the blanket, they pass Mr Abiona’s grocery table.

Femi would pester Papa to play football with him between the 
pawpaw and flaming forest trees.

Mama Buki packed Femi’s case.

Uncle Tunde set out to find passports for the children.

Sade was in the study when the telephone rang and a man’s voice 
spoke softly and clearly.



LI: I can recall key story events in chronological order
Tuesday 23rd February, 2021

6. En route to the airport Uncle Tunde is stopped by police and tells them he is going to collect his mother. 

5. Hidden under the blanket, they pass Mr Abiona’s grocery table.

1. Femi would pester Papa to play football with him between the pawpaw and flaming forest trees.

4. Mama Buki packed Femi’s case.

3. Uncle Tunde set out to find passports for the children.

2. Sade was in the study when the telephone rang and a man’s voice spoke softly and clearly.



LI: I can imagine and explore feelings
Tuesday 23rd February, 2021

• SC: I have used third-person perspective 

• SC: I have used powerful adjectives to convey feelings 

• SC: I have used adverbial time openers: while, later, immediately… 



How do Sade and Femi feel about leaving Nigeria?

What fears might they have at leaving their home?  
Plot these on the worry line

What if …

What if …

What if …

What if …

What if …



How do Sade and Femi feel about leaving Nigeria?

What if Sade and 
Femi are 
questioned at the 
airport? 

What if they are 
put on the next 
plane going 
home? 

What if the police 
stop them and 
try to use the 
children to get 
to Papa? 

What if Uncle 
Dele doesn’t 
meet them in 
London? 



SHARED WRITE 

Describing the car journey, and how it felt for the siblings to leave Nigeria (3rd person). 

YOU COULD INCLUDE:

•Being hidden under blanket (pp.29-30). 
•Being stopped by the officer (p.31) 
•Uncle Tunde giving the agent money (p.34). 
•Learning their fake name and date of birth (pp.36-37). 
•Children’s impressions of Mrs Bankole (Mrs ‘Peacock’). 

















SHARED WRITE
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___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Huddling under the blanket, her face pressed awkwardly against her knees, Sade felt every bump and jolt as the car…    

Before this nightmare had begun, the siblings used to play a game when they reached roadblocks like this. Who could spot…

Now however, 



SHARED WRITE
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If you were to give the children advice on arrival at the airport, 
what would it be? 














