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MARY POPPINS

by Pamela Lyndon Travers

»One Teaspoon to be Taken at Bedtime”.

pins took out a large pottle labelled
s Mary Poppins poured a dark

d to the neck of the bottle, and into thi

crimson fluid.

Mary Pop
A spoon was attache

Y
NS
d Michael, looking very interested.

“Is that your medicine?” enquire
Mary Poppins, holding out the spoon to him. Michael stared. He wrinkled up

“No, yours,’ said
his nose. He began to protest.

" don't want it. | don’t need it. 1 won't!”

Michael suddenly discovered thatyou could

3, = But Mary Poppins’ eyes were fixed upon him, and
not look at Mary Poppins and disobey her. There was som
s frightening and at the same time mo

s eyes and gulped. A delicious tastera

and a happy smile ran round his face.

ething strange and extraordinary
* about her - something that wa st exciting. The spoon
came nearer. He held his breath, shut hi n round his

(®; . .
~ mouth. He turned his tongue in it. He swallowed,
“More, more, more!”

sStrawberty ice; he said ecstatically.
ose for Jane. it ran

s stern as before, was pouring outa d

But Mary Poppins, her face a
into the spoon, silvery, greeny,

she said, sliding her t

yellowy. Jane tasted it.

ongue deliciously over her lips.

“ ime-juice cordial;

he saw Mary Poppins moving towards the Twins with the

But wher's
bottle Jane rushed at her.
g. It wouldn't be good for them. Plea

“Oh no — please. Theyre too youn sel”
but with a warning, terrible glance at

ed at it eagerly, and by
d tell that the

Mary Poppins, however, took no notice,

oon towards John's mouth. He lapp

Jane, tipped the sp
t on his bib, Jane and Michael coul

the few drops that were spit

substance in the spoon this time was
she gurgled and licked the spoon twice.
emnly took it herself.

bottle.

mitk. Then Barbara had her share, and

Mary Poppins then poured out another dose and sol

“Rum punch,’ she said, $
Jane's eyes and Michael's popped
ven much time to wonder,
s bottle on the mantelpiece, turn

“Now!” she said, “spit-spot into bed!

macking her lips and corking the
with astonishment, but they were

for Mary Poppins, having put the

not gi
ed to them.
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