
Unit Overview

Power to the People:
How our rights were won

• In this unit, children will study the campaigns to 
abolish slavery, to improve factory conditions and 
to extend the vote beyond the aristocracy and to 
women.

• They will look at different forms of protest and how 
these have changed over history, including how we 
protest and campaign now

• The trans-Atlantic triangular Slave Trade started around 1619.
• Manufactured goods were shipped from the ports of Britain 

(London, Liverpool and Bristol) to the Gold Coast in Africa 
(now Ghana).

• These goods were exchanged for slaves in West Africa.
• The slaves were shipped to the Caribbean, where they were 

exchanged for raw materials which were shipped back to 
Britain: sugar, tobacco and cotton.

• Many slaves were brought to the UK to work as servants in 
families.

• At this time, around 10,000 black people live in London: 
nobles, freemen, entertainers, servants, sailors.

• In 1769, an ex-slave called John Somersett tried to leave his 
master. The legal case following this led to a judgement that 
ex-slaves could not be forcibly removed from Britain.

• From this time on, people started to campaign for the abolition 
of Slavery.

• In London, the campaign was led by the Sons of Africa, a group 
of freed slaves.

• Several ex-slaves, Ignatius Sancho, Olaudah Equiano and Mary 
Prince, published books describing the life

• of a slave. These helped to change public opinion against 
slavery.

• White campaigners joined the anti-slavery movement, notably 
Granville Sharp and William Wilberforce.

• Campaigners petitioned parliament and wrote articles and 
essays to protest their cause.

• In 1807 the slave trade was made illegal and in 1833 slavery 
itself was outlawed throughout the British Empire.

The Abolition of Slavery

1619  The beginning of the British Slave Trade.
1672  Royal Africa Company granted charter to carry Africans
 to the Americas.
1772  The James Somersett case.
1782  The Letters of the Late Ignatius Sancho, an African   
 published posthumously.
1789  Publication of The Interesting Narrative of the Life of   
 Olaudah Equiano.

 French Revolution

1807  Abolition of the Slave Trade.
1831  Publication of The Diary of Mary Prince.
1833  Abolition of slavery throughout the British Empire.

The Abolition of Slavery Timeline

• Olaudah Equiano, Ignatius Sancho and Mary Prince, 18th and 
19th century anti-slavery campaigners.

Significant Individuals

• In the early 20th Century many women, and some men, began 
to demand equal rights for women.’

• Millicent Fawcett founded the National Union of Women’s 
Suffrage, the Suffragists, used only peaceful forms of protest.

• Emmeline Pankhurst formed the Womens’ Social and Political 
Union, Suffragettes, in 1903. They used more active and 
sometimes violent means of protest.

• Suffragettes began protesting around the country and were 
imprisoned, force fed, spat upon and worse.

• The crucial role played by women during the First World War 
persuaded the Prime Minister David Lloyd George to grant 
female householders over thirty the vote in 1918.

• It was not until 1928 that they were allowed to vote on the 
same terms as men.

Votes for women

1897 Millicent Fawcett formed National Union of
 Women’s Suffrage (the Suffragists)
1903  Emmeline Pankhurst formed the Womens’ Social and   
 Political Union (the Suffragettes)
1908  Women’s Sunday demonstration
1909  Women’s march on parliament
1914-
1918  World War One
1918 Women over the age of 30 receive the right to vote
1928  Women over the age of 21 receive the right to vote

Votes for Women timeline 

• Millicent Fawcett and Emmeline Pankhurst

Significant Individuals

• The Industrial Revolution spread rapidly throughout Britain 
during the 1800s, leading to large numbers of people, including 
children, being employed in mines and factories.

• Working hours were long, conditions unsafe and there was little 
protections for workers.

• Charles Dickens’ campaigned against child labour, including 
stories of the maltreatment of children in his novels

• Riots and strikes were common as people campaigned for 
better conditions.

• The Factory Act of 1833 aimed to improve conditions. At the 
same time, people were campaigning for their political rights. 

• The Chartist movement (1838-1857) campaigned for political 
reform. It was led by William Lovett, Feargal O’Connor and 
William Cuffay.

• Although it was not successful, it laid the foundations of the 
present-day Labour party.

Workers’ Rights

• Charles Dickens, William Lovett and William Cuffay 

Significant Individuals


