
Key Facts

London 1914-1947

What were the social, architectural and cultural 
implications of WW1 and WW2 in London and 
beyond?

Social implications
• Life in Britain changed drastically during the war for 

men, women and children.
• Political propaganda was used by the government 

to encourage civilians to play an active role in 
protecting the country.

• Men were conscripted into the army during WW1 
and WW2 and fought in the trenches. Life in the 
trenches was tough, with diseases and illnesses 
common. Often, returning soldiers suffered the 
effects of living in the trenches for many years 
afterwards.

• Women joined in the war efforts and their 
contributions were taken into account as part of the 
women’s suffrage movement.

• Children, during WW2, were evacuated to the 
countryside to escape the incessant bombing in 
London.

Architectural implications
• The Blitz refers to the strategic bombing campaign 

conducted by the Germans and other cities in 
England from September 1940-May 1941.

• Notable buildings in London such as St Paul’s 
Cathedral, Buckingham Palace, Westminster 
Abbey, the Guildhall and the Chamber of the 
House of Commons were all damaged during these 
air raids.

• The docklands in Rotherhithe and the factories 
in Southwark meant that they were target spots 
during the bombing raids.

• From October 7th 1940 to June 6th 1941, there 
were 1651 bombs and 20 parachute mines dropped 
on Southwark.

• The nature of the soil in Bermondsey meant that 
it was very difficult to build deep, safe shelters. A 
deep tube line which was being built under Borough 
High Street in the 1900s and abandoned due the 
re-tunnelling of the Northern Line, was used as 
an air raid shelter during WW2 by the people of 
Southwark.

Cultural implications
• During the war, lots of young Caribbean men and 

women had served in the British armed forces. 
This is be- cause many Caribbean countries were 
still under British rule and had yet to gain their 
independence.

• When the second world war ended, there was a 
major labour shortage in Britain. Young Caribbean 
men and women answered adverts which were 
posted about many different jobs.

• Many of these Caribbean natives were excited to 
start a new life for themselves and did not hesitate 
to board a ship and travel thousands of miles across 
the Atlantic Ocean.

• On 22nd June 1948, the Empire Windrush arrived 
at Tilbury Docks in Essex carrying thousands of 
expectant Caribbean passengers.

• They were told that they could stay permanently 
but the government did not keep a full record of 
them.

• As a result, many people did not apply for their 
residence papers or UK passports. In 2012 there 
was a change to immigration law and people were 
told they needed official documents to prove they 
could get things like free hospital treatment or 
benefits in this country

• This led to some being been sent to immigration 
detention centres and facing deportation.

• On 21 August 2018, Home Secretary Sajid Javid 
announced that - after a review of 11,800 cases - 
18 members of the Windrush generation who could 
have been wrongfully removed or detained would 
get a formal apology from the Government.

• Conscription: compulsory enlistment into state 
services, usually the armed forces. 

• Propaganda: information, usually of a biased 
nature, used to promote a political cause. 

• The Blitz: the strategic bombing campaign by 
the Germans on London and UK cities between 
September 1940 and May 1941.

• Evacuees: a person (children during WW2) sent 
away during times of danger. 

• Trenches: long, narrow ditches used as soldiers’ 
headquarters and living spaces during WW1 and 
WW2.

• Windrush generation: people who emigrated 
from the Caribbean to Britain during WW2 
Deportation - banishing or exiling a foreigner 
from a country.

Key vocabulary

Timeline of Significant Events

Archduke Franz Ferdinand is assassinated.
Britain declare war on Germany.
British luxury passenger ship Lusitania is deliberately targeted and sunk by 
German troops.
Battle of the Somme.
Armistice (at 11am on the 11th day of the 11th month). End of the First 
World War.
Treaty of Versailles is signed.
Germany invade Poland and break Treaty of Versailles agreement.
Britain declare war on Germany.
End of the Second World War.

June 28th 1914
August 4th 1914

May 7th 1915

July 1st 1916
November 11th 1918

June 28th 1919
Friday 1st September 1939

Sunday 3rd September 1939
September 2nd 1945

• Children engage in a study of a significant 
turning point in British history and consider how 
elements of national history are made evident in 
their localities.

UNCRC = United Nations Convention on the Rights 
of the Child

Historical Skills

Useful Vocabulary: Allegiance, beneficial, blunder, 
campaign, declare, determined, disastrous, negotiate, 
parliament.


