
Key Facts

EUROPE

     Europe
• The seven continents of the world are: Africa, 

Antarctica, Asia, Australasia, Europe, North America, 
South America (not the Arctic as this is ice not rock).

• Europe is a continent in the Northern Hemisphere
• Europe is the 2nd smallest continent by size but the 

3rd largest by population.
• The UK is geographically part of Europe. It is 

separated from Europe by the English Channel.
• Europe is made up of 44 countries. The European 

Union is a political group of countries, made up of 28 
countries.

     European seas and the Mediterranean
• The 5 world oceans are: the Atlantic, Indian, Pacific, 

Arctic, Southern.
• Europe is bordered by the Atlantic Ocean (to 

the West), the Arctic Ocean (to the North), the 
Mediterranean sea (to the South) and the Black Sea 
(to the East).

• European countries bordering the Mediterranean are: 
Spain, France, Italy, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Montenegro, Albania, Greece, Turkey. Some Middle 
Eastern and African countries also border the 
Mediterranean. Malta and Cyprus are island nations 
in the Mediterranean.

• Many of the world’s most successful ancient 
civilisations bordered the Mediterranean.

• Children use a range of sources: atlases, different 
types of map (climate, population, cities, rivers, 
topographical) and digital resources to learn about 
Europe.

• Children will compare and contrast different 
locations in the Mediterranean.

• Children compare their lives to those of a child in 
Bologna.

• Children use 8-figure compass points to describe 
relative locations in Europe.

Geographical Skills

• continent: one of the earth’s seven major areas of 
land.

• capital city: the main city of a country, where the 
government is located hemisphere - half of the 
earth.

• compass: a device showing direction. 
• climate: the usual weather in a place. 
• population: the total number of people living in an 

area.
• topography: the shape of the earth’s surface across 

an area or region. 
• agriculture: farming.
• trade: buying and selling goods. 
• tourism: travelling for fun and relaxation.
• grid reference: a way of finding a position on a 

map; co-ordinates.
• key: a guide to symbols on a map.
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Year Three

Map of Europe

• Italy is a Mediterranean country. 
• The capital of Italy is Rome.
• Italy is a peninsula country (a peninsula is a piece 

of land that is surrounded by water on most sides 
but still connected to a mainland).

• Italy consists of several habitats, including 
mountains, coastlines, forests, and freshwater.

• Many of its species are endangered eg Marsian 
brown bear, Mediterranean monk seal and the 
Italian wolf.

• Bologna is the capital of the Emilia Romagna 
region of Italy.

Country In Profile

ITALY


