
Core Learning of This Unit

EVOLUTION & INHERITANCE

• Children will learn that living things have changed 
over time and that fossils provide information about 
living things that inhabited the Earth millions of 
years ago.

• Children will learn that living things produce 
offspring of the same kind, but not identical to 
their parents.

• Children will identify how animals and plants are 
adapted to suit their environment in different ways 
and that adaptation may lead to evolution.

• Children will complete an in-depth study of the 
evolution of the marina iguana.

Prior learning
• Year Three: Inherited characteristics 
• Year Three: Fossils.
• Year Four: Animal classification.
• Year Five: Life cycles.
Curriculum Links
• History: Learn about Charles 

Darwin and conditions aboard ship, 
comparing to then and now. 

• Eco/PSHCE: The knowledge of 
geology and fossils developed by 
Darwin’s theory of evolution by 
natural selection.

• Article 29: I have the right to 
an education which develops my 
personality, respect for others’ rights 
and the environment.

Prior Learning & 
Curriculum Links

• Observe and raise questions about 
local animals and how they are 
adapted to their environment.

• Compare how some living things 
are adapted to survive in extreme 
conditions, for example, cactuses, 
penguins and camels.

• Analyse the advantages and 
disadvantages of specific 
adaptations: 2 feet rather than 4; 
having a long or a short beak; having 
gills or lungs; tendrils on climbing 
plants; brightly coloured and scented 
flowers.

• Interpret information from evidence 
and use it to show the time scale of 
evolution.

Working Scientifically 

Significant People

Alfred Russell Wallace was a British naturalist, explorer, geographer, 
anthropologist, and biologist. He is best known for independently 
conceiving the theory of evolution through natural selection.

Charles Robert Darwin was an English naturalist, geologist and 
biologist, best known for his contributions to the science of evolution. 
His proposition that all species of life have descended over time 
from common ancestors is now widely accepted, and considered a 
foundational concept in science.

• Variety: Differences between things 
as part of a whole group.

• Inheritance: The way that a trait or 
characteristic is passed to offspring 
from parents.

• Offspring: a child or animal in 
relation to its parent or parents.

• Identical: Similar in every detail; 
exactly alike.

• Evolution: Change in living things 
over time.

• Adaptation: A small change that a 
living thing goes through.

• Natural selection: A process in 
which living things adapt themselves 
in order to survive, that they don’t 
have any control over.

• Fossil: A living thing that has been 
turned to stone. 

• Prehistoric: The time classed as 
‘before history’ as it was so long ago 
it hasn’t been recorded or written.

Vocabulary

Year Six


